Rouster Ramblings Christmas 2008

Beloved Friends and Family,

At Christmas we just want to stop to say again how thankful we are for each one of you. We love you & value your friendship.
At Christmas we also want to stop and say again how thankful we are that God made a way for us to be saved and become His
friends again after we had turned our backs on Him. Thank God for Christmas because it causes us to think again about the
birth of Jesus our Saviour.

The Rouster household shows no signs of slowing down any time soon. Whitney is now in fifth grade. Mature for her age,
Lorella tells people who ask that sheis*“ 11 going on 19”. She made a wonderful discovery thisyear. She picked up a book
by Frank Peretti and Ted Dekker and got engrossed in it. She discovered to her amazement that reading could actually be
fun. Since then, she’ s been reading a lot, even choosing it over her DVD player on family trips. Now THAT' Snews! Whitney
also decided this year that she wanted to learn clarinet AND be in choir AND play basketball AND bein GEMS, a Christian
club, with her friends. She also went to her first retreat called Revolve. From the pictures she brought back, it looked more
like a concert, but she had a great time. So Whitney is one busy gal.

We had several special family timesthisyear. This Spring we visited
the Creation Museumwith Carrie’s family. It was super and all ages
had a great time. The twins liked the planetarium best where we
viewed star showsin reclining seats.. Then in August we met our
daughters Carrie and Sharon and their families at a friend’ sranch in
Montana for a wonderful week together. We'd never vacationed with
nine grandchildren before, but it was lots of fun. We rode ATV’ sto
explore the thousand-acre ranch which included very interesting land

. and rock formations, mini-caves, and fossils. The kids enjoyed tubing
down the river. We saw herds of 20 or so deer and antelope in the
fields every day and spent lots of time enjoying one another. Then we
took Whitney to see Yellowstone (Absolutely amazing!), Mt. Rushmore,
Crazy Horse Monument, Devil’ s Tower, Custer Battlefield, a mammoth
dig, and more. It was refreshing and so enjoyable.

Serena, Elizabeth, John, Lorella, Tessa, Alaina. 2nd row: Caleb,
Kristi, Whitney, Marissa. Back row: Bill, Carrie, John Henry. Then after an early Thanksgiving at Carri€’sin Indianapolis, Lorella

& our son John Henry drove down to VA to visit our grandson, John's
son John Everett. They were there to see him usher in his teenage years. John helped JE construct a giant legos project,
played pool, went hot swimming and hot tubbing and just enjoyed time together.

We also spent a lot of time in Africa. Lorella began the year with a trip to Uganda to train leaders for our new sponsorship
projectsthere. Then she was off to Africa again in early May. Two dear friends, Lois Pope and
Hazel Hermosillo went with her to Benin where they did two teacher training seminars and
made contacts with many shrines as a part of our initiative against child slavery. Most thrilling
was sitting near ancient walls cemented with the blood of human sacrifices and sharing with
chiefs and idol priests and priestesses the amazing story of God’s grace in Jesus Christ. Afri-
can co-workers are following up that effort and planting a church there at Cana, near the an-
cient capital Abomey which was much known for human sacrifice.

In June we (John, Lorella and Whitney) were all together in Ghana. John spent time supervis-
ing work at Haven of Hope, our children’s home, and Lorella spent some time with the school
ministry team that taught in one of the areas where we freed slaves for the first time back in
2003. Again Lorella followed through with the desire God has given her to share Christ with
priests and priestessesin idol shrines whom she feels have been neglected in most evangelistic
efforts.

John had planned to stay July aswell, but permits for construction at Mission Central at home
were running into many roadblocks, and we felt it prudent for himto return to the Satesto




push that forward. Lorella went on to Uganda, where she led a team of 14 people who taught children in three places.
While she wasin the IDP (Internally Displaced People) camp looking at the filthy, naked, hungry, desperate children, she
felt God was impressing on her to return at Christmastime with a team to see conditions for themselves and to bring the mes-
sage of Christ and Christmas cheer to the children. So Lorella will be leaving December 26 to lead that team to Uganda.
She'll be staying three weeks to work with the staff there as they implement several new programs. Also while shewasin
Uganda, Lorella talked with government officials about what they saw as the greatest needs that no other NGO (charity or
mission) was addressing. As a result of those talks, our Board voted to develop a Babies Homein Uganda. Thereispres-
ently no other group taking in orphan babies or other babiesin urgent need.

This Spring John helped our son John Henry to move to his new placein MI . We are glad to have himin Lorella’s child-
hood home. Lorella’s brother said it was good to see a garden growing there again. Then this Fall our area took the tail
end of Hurricane Ike. Alot of our area flooded, including ECM’ s storage area for Africa (four feet deep_ and the Rouster
basement (several inches deep, still alot of damage). Our son John Henry was visiting with us, so he helped clean up the
mess and fix the floor which was ruined. Volunteers spent many, many hours working to salvage what they could from the
supplies stored up for Africa. Our house was torn up for several weeks, so added to the mess at the office because the Mis-
sion Central addition is so late, we had many strugglesin our effortsto work efficiently. It was a challenging time.

Mission Central actually is nearing completion. It would still be nowhere near doneif it were not for the hard work John
Henry put in. Hedid all the siding and much of the interior aswell, putting in enough hoursto qualify for a Presidential
Volunteer Award from the White House. It wasreally great to spend time with him. We hope everything will be ready to
move in when Lorella returns from Uganda in January.

Again with love & appreciation for you, we wish you a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a Blessed New Year.

PS Check out Lorella’ s blogsite at www.mamalorella.blogspot.com. Lorella also writes the stuff on ECM’ s website,
www.ecmafrica.org and most of the stuff in our quarterly mini-magazine, AFRICAN JEWELS. If you don’t get it and would
liketo, just drop Lorella aline at Lorella@ecmafrica.org. Or call and let us know.

Left: Kristi Bottom: John Henry in his garage at the workbench where Dad spent so
many hours, Sharon & Lorella at our home, John with his brothers & sister at the Rouster
reunion (Wayne, Marion, Jake, John, Leroy). Next page: Steve, Jordan & one of the
twins on afamily picnic at Crazy Mountains, water buffalo in a mudhole, seen by Lorella
on safari in Uganda, John Henry & John Everett, Lorellawalking with Tessa at the MT
ranch, Whitney at the MT ranch, Kristi’s Jenna with her adoptive mom Debby and her
new adopted cousin from China, Todd Smith of the Selah music group with the Rousters
at a benefit concert for Todd’s parents’ Laban Ministries (John grew up with Todd in
Congo. Thiswastheir first reunion in many years.), Lorella' s favorite shot of aboy in
the IDP camp we adopted, The Carroll family—Hannah, Jordan, Steve & Sharon




Family Addresses:

The Boehmer Bunch

(Bill, Carrie, Marissa, Caleb,
Serena, Alaing, Elizabeth, Tessa:
202 W Troy

Indianapoalis, IN 46225
317-783-7620
boehmerbunch@peoplepc.com

Carrolls

(Steve, Sharon, Jordan, Hannah)
13612271st Ave.

Monroe, WA 98272-9561
360-794-1882
carroll04@comcast.net

John Henry Rouster
1207 Fairfax

Jackson, M1 49203
219-718-7802 (cell)
johnhrouster @yahoo.com

Kristi Rouster

317 E Troy Ave.

Indianapoalis, IN 46225
kikizulu@hotmail.com
317-786-2569 Would love calls!

John Everett Rouster
11603 Rowan Ct.
Fredericksburg, VA 22407

John & LorelaRouster, (Whitney) 6696 Van Buren Pl., Merrillville, IN 46410

happyfolks@sbcglobal .net

L orella@ecmafrica.org

219-736-5421 Work 219-996-4201



