
“And again, when He brings in the first begotten into the 
world, he says, “Let all the angels of God worship 
Him”  (Hebrews 1:6). 
 
Dear friends and family, 
 This has long been one of our favorite Bible verses.  
When Jesus was born, it was not only the shepherds and the 
wise men who worshiped Him.  The Father commanded all the 
angels He had created to worship Him, too.  What an awe-
some moment it was when God Himself stepped into human 
history to become our Savior.  So many times this year, our 
hearts have cried out, “ He is worthy!  He is worthy of our 
worship, our love, our obedience, our service.”  

Most of you know that our jobs as International Directors of Every Child Ministries involves a lot of travel.  Amongst 
other duties, we’re responsible to oversee all of ECM’s overseas projects.  As the mission grows, so does our travel.  
This year we did more than ever since we took the Directorship position in 1997.  Here’s how our year shaped up: 
 
New Year’s  
New Year’s found Lorella and helper Cheryl Bockstahler returning from the Urbana Student Missions Conference at 
St. Louis.  It was a wonderful way to start the year on a spiritual high, delighting in the heart-felt, fervent worship of 
over 20,000 young people who are interested in missions.  Lorella taught a seminar, Healing the Children of War, 
which attracted an overflow crowd.   
 
January-February 
The first two months of the year were devoted to following up on 
the contacts made at Urbana, to local ministries, and to preparing 
for upcoming mission trips.  Lorella taught a workshop,“ God’s 
Great Big Missionary Heart”  in February at Equip Ministries 
Convention in Peoria, IL.  From the first of the year on John was 
busy sorting through applications & correspondence regarding 
summer missionary service. 
 
March 
Lorella spent most of the month of March in DR Congo connect-

ing with staff.  The International Net-
work of Children’s Ministry sent 4 trainers who brought 
a wealth of teaching materials for our staff and con-
ducted 4 days of training in Creative Teaching Methods.  
At home, a reptologist visited Whitney’s school with his 
snakes & turtles.  When he asked for volunteers to make 
friends with his Boa, Whitney volunteered.  She even 
smiled for the picture with the snake crawling around her 
neck!  That’s what a lot of time in Africa will do for you!  
Also in the Spring, the family enjoyed a visit to the Indi-
anapolis Children’s Museum with Carrie & her six.  The 
kids spent a long time in the “ Waterworks”  where they 
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Lorella with Congo leadership team in Kinshasa 

Carrie’s girls hanging out with Whitney 
at the Indianapolis Children’s Museum 



can do all kinds of things with water.  Lorella’s favorite place was the Glass exhibit.  So 
many wonderful colors! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

April 
 In April, the big project was a 40-foot sea container bound for Ghana.  John helped a team of volunteers 
pack a precut, unassembled Activity Center Building—sort of like a gym—into the container.  Then we loaded 
over 1,000 boxes that volunteers have been packing  for the past two years.  We were concerned that it might not 
all fit, but it did, with the tiniest space left.  That afternoon, two boxes of Bibles arrived.  We put them in, and it 
was a perfect fit!  We all stood amazed, knowing that we were looking at something only God could have 
brought together. 
 
May 
Lorella was home most of April, but left April 28 for Ghana.  She led training 
with Jim Driscoll, an ECM missionary, and Evelyn Antwi, a Ghana staff 
worker.  Then they drove into Togo for two weeks of ministry there.  In addi-
tion to training teachers, speaking in local churches, and gathering informa-
tion on the practice of trokosi, the group was interviewed for an hour on Togo 
TV free of charge.  She also got to participate with church leaders in an idol-
burning, destroying at the owner’s request dozens of idols from her home.  
She had come to Christ and the local church had been working with her for 
about four months.  She was baptized the next day & Lorella was present to 
see a former mermaid god worshiper come into the church.  Thrilling! 

 
 

June 
In June the family was together again in Ghana.  Lorella led a Vision 
Tour to help people understand all ECM’s ministries in Ghana.  John supervised construction and well-drilling 
at Haven of Hope.   
Lorella got the school teaching team started in their ministry, then accompanied ECM’s counselor for the slave 
project, Judith Nordzro, on her rounds.  During this time, Lorella took advantage of the opportunity to give a 
very detailed Gospel presentation at several different shrines where idols are worshiped.  Again, the theme of 

Left—John (third from right) with some of the  boxes to be 
loaded and some of our friends who helped.  It was a big 
job, but it contained supplies to help and encourage every 
area of the ministry.  That’s why we called it 23 tons of 
love! 

John with some of his fan club at 
Haven of Hope  Getting a hug 
from Papa  John—now that’s big 
stuff for these boys. 

The vision tour included a canoe ride on the 
beautiful Lotor River.  Lorella enjoyed the birds 
and the peaceful scenery. 

Right—John with Carrie & our youngest grandchild, Tessa 
Joy, at the Museum 

Lorella, Evelyn, & host Pastor Atitso 
singing with Togolese children at one of 
the schools that asked Lorella to speak. 

Lorella, Jim Driscoll, and Pastor Atitso praying 
for the woman who asked that her idols be 
burned so she could wholeheartedly follow Jesus 
Christ. 



worship was much on her heart.  At one shrine, she admired a beautiful 
painting of Moses receiving the Ten Commandments on the front of a 
shrine.  Beneath the picture, people were engaging in numerous activities 
forbidden in the Ten Commandments and elsewhere in the laws God gave 
Moses.  So Lorella asked the shrine owners if they knew what the Ten 
Commandments said.  “ No,”  they said, they knew that they were some-
thing good, but they had never heard exactly what they said.  Were they 
shocked when Lorella showed them that the first command is “ I am the 
Lord your God.  You shall have no other gods before Me,”  and the second, 
“ You  shall not make any carved image, you shall not bow down your-
selves to them nor serve them.”   They immediately recognized that they 
were violating God’s commands right under a picture of those commands.  
They said they’d have to give that one some serious thought.  Please pray 
that they do.  The point, of course, was not to condemn them, but to help 
them see their need of Christ the Savior.  During those days and since, I, 
Lorella, have done a lot of thinking about why we worship Jesus and not 
idols.  It’s so obvious, but I feel it more keenly than ever before.  Because He and only He is worthy!  I love the 
phrase they say in French—” Trois fois digne, Seigneur” .  You are indeed three times worthy, Lord. 
 
July 
In July John & Whitney remained in Ghana supervising American teams at Haven of Hope, while, Lorella went to 
Uganda, assisted by Cheryl Bockstahler.  Lorella welcomed another American team, and they began a ministry in 
the Kamwokya slums in Kampala and in the Tegotatoo IDP camp in the northern Gulu District.  At Kamwokya, the 
group knew that many children could not afford to go to school, so they sent out word that there would be a free 
morning Bible class for them.  Over 280 kids showed up, and a lively, rowdy, glorious group they were!  Lorella’s 
job was supervisor, and there was never a moment when her full attention was not needed.  The group also assisted 

in school classes and taught an after-school Bible class.  The final week the group set up a huge tent at the IDP 
camp.  About 300 kids showed up for the all-day program.  There were Bible stories, games & activities, lunch (a 
plastic cup of corn meal and a roll), and a first-aid clinic.  About 50 children were selected for sponsorship, and 
interviews were conducted to gather the information needed so we could begin to look for sponsors.  Lorella also 
enjoyed a day of seeing the wildlife at a state park.  Especially thrilling to her was seeing a hippo come up out of 
the river and stand on the shore.  Meanwhile, back in Ghana, the sea container we had shipped in the Spring finally 
cleared customs and arrived at Haven of Hope, but too late to construct the Activity Center which it contained.   
 
August 
In August the family spent time together with daughter Sharon & family in WA State.  We enjoyed wonderful times 
with grandchildren Jordan and Hannah, now teenagers, and visited Mt. Ranier, Olympia National Rain Forest, and 
the Pacific Coastline.  Breathtaking!  Later in the month, Whitney began 4th grade at Crown Point Christian 

ECM’s counselor Judith Nordzro (right) shares 
the Gospel in front of the shrine.  You can see 
the pictures of Moses at to the left, pictures of 
African divination as well as shrine devotees in 
red and blue wraps. 

Lorella outside the thatch church at the IDP 
camp.  The others (l to rt are Pastor Chris, the 
church planter, the pastor of the church who is 
also in the military, and David Lubaale, ECM 
Uganda Director. 

A few of the kids lined up to get lunch—a sim-
ple cup of corn meal porridge and a roll.  They 
were so patient—Lorella guessed that waiting 
in line was not a new experience for them. 

We’ve heard hippos crying in the 
river with their deep voices and seen 
their footprints in Congo on the river-
banks, but this was Lorella’s first 
time to see a hippo come out of the 
river and graze along the shore. 



School.  She enjoys it a lot there and her attitude has definitely improved 
since starting there. 
 
September 
In September John led another team back to Ghana, this time to construct 
the Activity Center.  The men worked hard through rainy  
weather, putting the last screw in the building two hours before leaving for 

the airport.  They also added 
more solar power and assembled 
a beautiful wood glider given by a 
friend. 
 

October 
October is always busy with planning and carrying out ECM’s Fund-
raising Banquets in IN and MI.  This year generous partners enabled us 

to $14,000 to purchase a 4-wheel drive vehicle in Uganda.  That vehicle was purchased soon afterward & is now 
serving the ministry there.  This year a long-time dream came true.  We received an invitation to present for ECM 
at the Missions Conference at Moody Bible Institute.  This was quite an honor and we spent a lot of time preparing.  
Each of us taught several classes in addition to talking to students for what seemed like half the night to us old 
folks. 
 
November-December 
We enjoyed Thanksgiving with our daughter Carrie’s family in Indy.  Our six Boehmer grandchildren kept that 
place bouncing.  By the way, Elizabeth is now totally convinced that despite what people tell her, she CAN’T be a 
twin.  She has heard her mother say that Alaina was born first, and her mom has also said that twins are born at 
the same time!  Our daughter Kristi had to work Thanksgiving Day, but we were able to visit with her that evening. 
Three days after Thanksgiving, Lorella was off to Ghana again to do some staff training and work through some 
issues with them.  While Lorella is gone through Dec. 14 in Ghana, John has scheduled a work day to tear down 
the back porch on the building we are renovating as our new Mission Central headquarters, with construction on 
the new addition to begin shortly after.   
 
A Special Present   This Spring we got one of the best presents we could possibly have received.  
Our grandson John Everett called us to tell us, “ Jesus is the Son of God and He died for our sins 
and He rose again and I received Him.”   Oh, glory!  Tears just ran down my cheeks.  Thank you, 
Jesus!  Well, It’ s been a full, satisfying year.  We thank God for our wonderful family and friends.  
Most of all, we thank Him that God sent into our world One so wonderful that all the angels of 
God had to worship Him.  That is reason for rejoicing!  Isn’ t  God utterly, amazingly Good? 
 
With Much Love & Blessings to You, 
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Jordan, Sharon, Hannah, Whitney & John at 
the Pacific Ocean 

Left—Haven of Hope Kids lined up in their school uniforms, with the Activity Center 
going up in the background.  John likes to call this picture “Building buildings and 
building lives” . 

Rouster Ramblings is sent out once a year (occasionally more often) to relatives & friends just to keep in touch.  If you are in-
terested in keeping up with our ministry in Africa, please e-mail us at JohnRouster@ecmafrica.org and request a free subscrip-
tion to AFRICAN JEWELS.  It’s a mini-magazine that’s published quarterly.  We write it ourselves & it gives a lot more detail 
about what we’re doing.  It’ s sent for a year free of charge, and if you make any donation during that time (of any size), then it 
continues.  We’d love to send it to you if you’re interested—just let us know! 

John Everett-  “ I 
received Him!”  


